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I have used and taught
VectorWorks for over a decade
working for local authorities, pri-
vate practice and as a self
employed landscape architect.
and have found it to be excep-
tional value and extremely capa-
ble. Recently I have been using it
in an architectural company dom-
inated by autocad so had to get
myself trained in that program.
The functionality of VectorWorks
for design, and in particular non
geometric, freeform design, was
not explored, and I happily stay
in my VectorWorks world, import-
ing and exporting as needed.

More usually I have worked in
smaller practices and as a sole
trader, and the huge advantage
of VectorWorks is that it gives so
much flexibility within one pack-
age. 

Here are a range of projects from
small improvements to schools to
large scale parks and new build
projects.

At the ideas / concept stage it
can act as a desk-top publishing
package for combining and creat-
ing images, plans and text for
public consultations,  school dis-
plays, ideas boards etc. I have
used this for linking images cre-
ated with Renderworks or the
DTM modeller to Sheet Layers,
which can allow multiple views of
the same model. I also have
thrown up very basic 3D models
of the sites and traced over, put-
ting people, trees and colour in
by hand, before re-scanning and
adding to image boards.

The combination of layers, classes and sheets
makes creating complete projects within a file very
easy and enables quick cross-referencing to other
drawings and the tool palettes enable complex,
organic shapes to be easily created and edited. 

Combining 3D elements for complex details can
greatly clarify communications with contractors and
enable clients to visualise the final product.

Linking all of this with the plant database stream-
lines the process. The time saving in creating, and
in particular editing, large planting plans is enor-
mous.

Adam Thomas
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